








Breaking Down Barriers

Continued from page 17

daylight in tough spaces ... because it really does
make a difference in terms of how you experience
and enjoy a space,” says Lundell. “We wanted to
provide it in every place in the building. We did
not want the building to be dark.”

Something to Think About

With so much glass involved in the project
there were many issues that had to be taken
into consideration.

“It was important to know the material proper-
ties of glass, as well as their visual and thermal
qualities,” says Lundell. “Structural strength [was
also important as] we have a lot of glass spanning

the curtainwall.”
Designing to account for seismic building
codes also came into play.
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“In California, a law was passed some time ago
requiring all hospitals to be brought up to seismic
code by a certain date; [for a long time] that date was
last year,” says Badé. “That turned out to be a much
larger undertaking in the legislature than anyone
understood so the date has been pushed out to 2015."

And, while Badeé says the seismic building code
requirements did change partway through the
project, this project was grandfathered into an
earlier version of the code. Since the curtainwall
system used was actually designed for stringent
requirements, the project was able to comply with
the new code, even though it was not required.

Competitive construction was also challenging.
Badé says California has seen an enormous
upswing in institutional construction that has
been going on for some time.

“So competition from other projects has driven
up construction costs in this area. Labs and hos-
pitals have a lot more similarities than differ-
ences. So this project had a lot of competition
and it went over budger and we had to do re-
designs to pull it back into budger.”

eamwork
For all parties involved maintaining open com-
munication and working together as a team was
an important step to ensuring a successful project
completion.

“Due to the complexity of the scope of work in
the Helen Diller project few glazing contractors were
able to participate in the bidding process,” says
Farzan. “Our specialty in building envelopes enabled
us to bid and finish this project successtully.”

Coordination and communication berween
RVA and Best was critical. Lundell says she
worked on site for three years with the contract
glaziers not only through the development of the
drawings, but also through the execution and
construction of the project.

“There have been extensive hands-on coordina-
tion and communication between our firm and
[Best’s]. I truly can’t see the building being what
it is without weekly, and often daily, contact to
ensure the design integrity and the performance
of the system was going to meet the design
intent,” says Lundell. “This included in-depth
shop drawing reviews and numerous onsite and
off-site meetings. We also went with the glazing
contractor to look at other projects that it had
done to learn about the other challenges thac it
has experienced. We also went through an exer-
cise developing an exterior wall mock-up.”
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- Farzan agrees that in order to achieve the
_design intent and function, communication and
coordination between contractor and architect
play an extremely important role.

“The level of communication has a direct
affect on the quality and outcome of the job,”
~Farzan says. “Part of that communication rests on
the contractor and architect, but other parties
>¢im:luding, owner and the general contractor,

have a huge impact on it as well, since communi-

“cation is funneled through them.”
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undertakes innovative, cutting-edge designs; ones
that may not necessarily be considered traditional
office designs.

“When you work with contractors you're also
working with their history and past projects that they
have done. So there were times we had to help and
encourage them to see that this wasn’t something
they may have done on a typical office project.”

She continues, “One of our biggest challenges
was working though the construction and help-
ing keep people motivated. [This project] could
have very easily disintegrated to off-theshelf
pieces and parts put together in a way thart they
always have been. We continued to push for
using the parts in a way that perhaps they never
have been [used before]. That's something we
believe at all costs and until someone tells us
there is no way to do it, it's possible.”

Looking Ahead

The fact that the Helen Diller Cancer
Research Building is situated in a new develop-
ment area has created a bit of uncertainty over
how the area may change in the coming years.

“When you have [designed with] so much glass
you're opening yourself up to your surroundings
and being in an open area you don't really know
what the people in the offices will be looking at
in two or three years,” says Lundell. “You just
cross your fingers and hope that the neighbors
will give you something pleasing to see.”

Still, it's the use of glass that made the design
intent possible.

“Glass is a big part of the way the building is

-

-

designed as a social environment for research,”
says Badé. “Glass opens the building up in a way
that really allows people to understand where
they are in the city and feel a part of it.” AG

Ellen Rogers is the editor of the Architects’
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Safety Glazing Certification Council

Just think of us as the Sherlock Holmes
of the glazing industry
Searching for the highest quality safety glazing products?
Take a look in the SGCC Certified Products Directory.
You'll find a list of the industry’s leading
- fabricators. We're the largest organization
that provides 3rd-party, independent
certification and follow-up testing
for safety glazing fabricators. Our
licensees meet or exceed stringent
ANSI Z97.1 and the Consumer
Product Safety Commission’s
standard CPSC 16 CFR 1201.
Demand only the best!
Look for SGCC
certification.

safety glazing certification council

For a free copy of the

SGCC Certified Products Directory,
call 877-668-3784 or visit our

web site at www.sgcc.org,
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Expanded, Enhanced

and Moving to the Spring!
Renaissance Schaumburg Hotel
& Convention Center

Chicago (Schaumburg). IL
www.glassexpomidwest.com
info@glassexpomidwest.com
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